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what they had been accustomed to, but they concealed these
reasons under the same general objection of racial unsuita-
bility, not only from a physical, but also from a moral and
social point of view.

There were, however, other and more thoughtful oppo-
nents to Japanese immigration whose conception of Canada
was k( one great homogeneous people," and that therefore the
type of immigrants to be encouraged were such " as would
assimilate, marry, and intermarry with the people of Canada."
They held that the history of the United States shows that
the secret of her success is the fusion of the European races
effected through the agencies of education and marriage,
and that Canada has more or less effected this fusion of the
races in the past, is doing so to a greater extent at the
present moment, and will continue to do so in the future.
To the Canadian mind, therefore, in view of her national
policy, unreasonable unrestricted immigration is an un-
workable proposition. The position in British Columbia
was further complicated by the fact that the native Indians
in that province are more than a quarter of the whole race in
the Dominion of Canada, and are, moreover, being more and
more employed on the railways and in other capacities, and
in places becoming skilled agriculturists. They are, therefore,
an economic factor in the development of British Columbia
which cannot be overlooked.

The points at issue have been summed up by an authority
on Canada as follows : " From the point of view of the
internal policy of the Dominion of Canada unrestricted
Asiatic immigration threatens the homogeneousness of the
race. From the native Indian side of the question, bluntly
stated it threatens their future existence. From a capitalist
or financial point of view, it rather retards than advances
the ultimate development of the province. From a white
labourer's point of view, it tends to make him leave his own
country to work in the States. From a domestic point of
view, it will leave the wealthier classes where they were in
the old days before the Canadian Pacific Railway was con-